
 

2023 3rd Grade TN Summer School Guidance 

Spring 2023 

Overview 

The TN 3rd grade retention law could mean that thousands of additional 3rd grade students across the 

state will need to attend summer school this year to avoid being retained for the 2023-24 school year. To 

advance these students toward grade-level readiness we must seek to provide them accelerated 

instruction during summer school that provides coherent instruction aligned to grade-level ELA 

requirements while also addressing students’ key learning gaps in reading foundational skills.  

 

3rd Grade Summer School ELA Recommendations  

Assessment: In late spring, all 3rd graders identified for summer school who have low oral reading fluency 

on the universal screener should be given the 2nd grade HQIM-based placement assessment to determine 

their specific foundational skills gaps (if any).  

 

Placement assessments may be given during Tier II/III intervention, core instruction if the Tier I curriculum 

has been completed, or during other time specified by the school/district. Assessments should be given 

prior to the end of the school year such that groupings can be determined and organized before summer 

school begins.  

 

Students with identified foundational skills gaps should be given at least one hour of targeted 

foundational skills instruction per day during summer school. This can be provided during core summer 

instruction or intervention time but should be provided by teachers strong in reading foundational skills 

using Tier I HQIM Skills materials. The other hour of summer school ELA instruction should focus on 

acceleration for grade-level reading comprehension (See Reading Comprehension Plan outlined below). 

 

Students with low oral reading fluency but few to no identified foundational skills gaps (as 

determined by the 2nd grade placement assessment) should be provided with core summer school 

instruction focused on acceleration for reading comprehension (See Reading Comprehension Plan 

outlined below). Intervention for these students, if provided, should focus on giving students 

opportunities to practice oral reading fluency (e.g. CKLA fluency supplement).   

 

Students with strong oral reading fluency and few to no foundational skills gaps should be provided 

with core summer school instruction focused on acceleration for reading comprehension (See Reading 

Comprehension Plan outlined below). 

  

https://ckla.amplify.com/assets/m/17ce048de5470375/original/G3_FluencyPacket_Final-pdf.pdf?FC9C1182-8527-4B82-9B3D04F74BBD5EA1&client_id=elementary-ela-core&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fckla.amplify.com%2Fhome&state=6e0640f4-09a1-4ba7-b4cb-b090871fe4df&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&nonce=a0df835f-6a6f-4e33-82aa-2bf01bec83d6


 

 

 
 

2nd grade CKLA Placement Assessment Overview  

Placement Assessment found in Grade 2 CKLA Skills Unit 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading Foundational Skills Summer School Plan 

3rd graders with identified foundational skills gaps should be given at least one hour of targeted 

foundational skills instruction per day during summer school. This can be provided during core summer 

instruction or intervention time but should be given by teachers strong in reading foundational skills 

using Tier I HQIM Skills materials.  

 

Foundational skills instruction should be provided based on students identified area of need as 

determined by the placement assessment. Groups/classes should be organized by general area of need 

(as determined by the placement assessment) such that students are instructed at their earliest point of 

code weakness using Tier I HQIM. This may mean that 3rd graders are placed into 2nd or 1st grade skills 

content.  

 

Summer-school teachers using CKLA may select from the following summer school scope & sequences 

designed to address the most critical skills content from each grade. Teachers should start at the earliest 

point of weakness identified for most students in their group. For instance, if placement assessment 

results show that a group of 3rd grade students are on a 2nd grade skills level, the teacher should use the 

2nd grade skills scope & sequence. 

• TN Best for All skills content 

o Rising Grade 3 skills content (2nd grade level skills) 

o Rising Grade 2 Skills content (1st grade level skills) 

o Rising Grade 1 Skills content (Kindergarten level skills—should apply to few 3rd graders) 

• TNTP Summer School Skills Guidance:  4 Week CKLA plan  or  6 Week CKLA plan 

 

Summer School skills plan for 3rd graders 

at a 2nd grade level 

Summer School plan for 3rd graders  

at a 1st grade level 

 
 

 

 

  

https://bestforall.tnedu.gov/resource/rising-grade-3-summer-learning-resources-ela-week-1?book=5409&binder_id=5532
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1QE-0nz2hFWVQbSiimBeeKprxuwE6kUi2
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1QE-0nz2hFWVQbSiimBeeKprxuwE6kUi2


 

Reading comprehension:   

 

All 3rd graders, regardless of performance on state assessment, should receive grade level reading 

comprehension instruction. Instructors should use Tier I 4th grade Q1 materials as an anchor—previewing 

early 4th grade content and/or building background knowledge and vocabulary for early 4th grade units. 

For CKLA, consider: 

• Open source CKLA History and Geography or CKLA Science units that strategically prepare 

students for 4th grade CKLA ELA content. See recommended units in the TNTP 4- and 6 week 

plans here.  

• TN Best for All Summer School Curriculum (based on CKLA) 

• Build summer content around supplemental trade books aligned to CKLA units 

• Use CKLA Novel Guides for summer school reading comprehension content. 

 

 

Sample 3rd Grade Summer Reading Comprehension Acceleration Plan  

CKLA Science and CKLA History and Geography 

 
 
  

https://www.coreknowledge.org/curriculum/history-geography/
https://www.coreknowledge.org/curriculum/science/
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1QE-0nz2hFWVQbSiimBeeKprxuwE6kUi2
https://bestforall.tnedu.gov/book/summer-learning-resources?mc_cid=44d9f3ad08&mc_eid=bef0c73402
https://ckla.amplify.com/assets/m/4ac4f95b90b392f7/original/GK-G5_Tradebook-List_20210126-web.pdf?7A82F81A-B91E-466C-AD8CAD0288E71C41&client_id=elementary-ela-core&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fckla.amplify.com%2Fhome&state=bc037ec9-5a25-4e62-83c1-fe7bb55697a3&response_mode=fragment&response_type=code&scope=openid&nonce=1e2e9ce1-3b07-4291-807a-88d0de0fe8fd
https://my.amplify.com/help/en/articles/3799377-amplify-ckla-novel-guides


 

Summer School Recommendations Overview 

 
Assessment Step 1:  Identify students scoring low in oral reading fluency on the spring universal 

screener or other benchmark assessments 

 

Step 2:  Before summer school begins, give those students the skills placement 

assessment for their grade (typically found in unit 1 of the Tier I materials).  

• For students in grades 3-5, use the 2nd grade placement assessment 

 

Grouping Step 3:  For skills instruction only (not Knowledge/Reading Comprehension), group 

students for summer school instruction based on placement assessment results rather 

than grade level. This may require creative scheduling, such as: 

• Mixing students of different grade-levels (e.g. 2nd grade summer school 

instructors teach 2nd grade skills to exiting 2nd and some 3rd graders) 

• Having teachers of the same grade teach different content (e.g. One 3rd grade 

instructor teaches 3rd grade skills to exiting 3rd graders, one teaches 2nd grade) 

• Tier II/III instructional time is used to teach skills content at students’ 

placement level using the Tier I materials  

 

Step 3b:  Grades 3-5 students who are fluent readers and who do not have 

foundational skills gaps should be grouped to focus on learning acceleration for 

reading comprehension (see step 4b below).  

 

Students who are not yet fluent readers but who have no foundational skills gaps 

should be grouped to focus on building reading fluency and on learning acceleration 

for reading comprehension (see step 4b below) 

 

Instruction Step 4a:  For skills instruction, follow the summer school scope & sequence for the 

grade at which students placed on the placement assessment 

 

Step 4b:  For knowledge/reading comprehension instruction, accelerate students by 

preparing them for the Tier I curriculum for the grade they will be entering into (e.g. 

prepare exiting 3rd graders for upcoming 4th grade Tier I ELA content by teaching 

background knowledge and vocabulary for early 4th grade units).  
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