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2026 STATE OF EDUCATION

Moving Every
Student Forward

Advancing what works.

Accelerating what’s next.
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The Nation’s Report Card (NAEP)

Grade 4 Reading

Grade 4 Math

Grade 8 Reading

Grade 8 Math

Ranked 38th

Ranked 45th

Ranked 34th

Ranked 42nd
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Are the changes we are
making in Tennessee
education aligned with
each other’s work?
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Agenda

e 2026 Priorities
 Panel of Leaders

 Closing & Call to Action
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“I have a set idea of where | want to go
with my career.”

— Xavier Mukendi | Student, TCAT Murfreesboro
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Moving Every Student
Forward

David Mansouri
President & CEO, SCORE




TN2030: Finding Student
Success in the Classroom,
Career, & Life

What could happen if just one more
student in every classroom across
Tennessee reached key academic
milestones every year?
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TN2030: Statewide Goals

* 71% of Tennessee third graders are reading and writing
on grade level

* 58% of Tennessee seventh graders are proficient in math

* 77% of all graduating high school students in Tennessee
pursue a postsecondary opportunity

* 64% of postsecondary students in Tennessee complete a
degree or credential, with 75% of those being impact
credentials
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TN2030: Data Dashboards

3 TN2030 | TN2030: Data-Driv X
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Goal: By 2030, 71% of Tennessee third graders
are reading and writing on grade level.

Percentage of Students Proficient in Third-Grade ELA on TCAP

Explore the
Dashboards &
Become a
Partner

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
STATEWIDE GOAL

DOWNLOAD THE REPORT FOR TENNESSEE
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Priority
Transform Education into

an Engine for Economic
Independence




Connecting Learning to
Earning

2010: First to the Top, Complete College Tennessee Act

2013: Postsecondary Attainment Goal “Drive to 55”
55% by 2025

2014: Tennessee Promise Scholarship Act

2019: GIVE, ApprenticeshipTN

2023: $1B Investment to Support TCATs

2025: Workforce Initiatives/Investments
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Percentage of Students
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Credits Earned

4%
e

31 or more

Most Dual Enrolilment Students at Community College Only
Earn Six or Fewer Credits

Dual enrollment credits
earned for the class of
2021-22

Source: Tennessee Board of
Regents (TBR), 2023
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Annual Median Wage of WBL Students Is Higher Compared to Non-WBL
Students, and the Wage Keeps Growing With Experience

$50,000
$40,535 $41,650

$38,041

$40,000 $34,153
$31,104

$24,785 s36157  S3M35

$30,000 $32,808

21,910 » .
$18,460 X | “seom 28823
$20,000 $14,847 ©$20,769

315-380 $18,488

Annual Median Wage of
2014 HS Graduates

$10,000 $11.721

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Wage Year
e \\/BL & NonWBL

Annual median wage of 2014 high school graduates, WBL and nonWBL participants
Source: Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE)/Office of Evidence and Impact (OEI), 2025 SC@ R E



Students Are Faced With More Than 1 Million Unique
Credential Options

700,000 656,505
600,000 549,712
500,000
e=@== NOOC Providers
370,020 359,713
400,000 O _.' 35_0‘412 Nonacademic

300,000 315,067 Secondary Schools

==@== Postsecondary

Number of Degrees and Credentials
Offered by Providers

200,000
100,000 46,209 48,919 56,179
7132 9,390 13,014

@ 4 &
2019 2021 2022

Number of degrees and credentials offered by providers, 2019-22

Data Note: Providers of massive open online courses (MOOCs) and online course completion certificates may include the web-based
platforms that deliver courses and credentials or the organizations that leverage such platforms to deliver content and credentials. S Ce R E

Source: Credential Engine, 2023



Tennessee’s Opportunity:

Reimagine Dual Enroliment

Connect Learning to Career through Work-
Based Learning

Empower Students with Information

Reward Institutions for Impact Credentials

* Set a Higher Standard for Nondegree
Credentials
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Priority

Elevate Excellence in
Teaching as Tennessee’s
Most Powerful
Investment




Nearly All Tennessee Teachers Are Rated Effective,
Most Are Highly Effective

100%
wn
S 80%
S
S 79%
= 60%
o 62%
8 40%
: 45%
(&)
S 20%

0% . ] .
Licensed Tennessee Teachers Novice Tennessee Teachers Permitted Tennessee Teachers
Bl Effective (LOE 3-5) Highly Effective (LOE 4-5)

Share of Effective and Highly Effective teachers according to overall level of effectiveness (LOE) rating based
on types of teachers, 2023-24

Data Note: Novice teachers are defined as teachers in their first three years as a full-time teacher of record. Permitted teachers are
defined as teachers of record who do not hold a Tennessee teaching license but are temporarily authorized to teach in an unfilled
position

Source: Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE) and Educator Preparation Report Card, 2024 S C@ R E



Lack of Cohesion Across RTI

Intensive

Intervention should align Supports
with core instruction to
benefit students who are
furthest behind

TIER 2:

Targeted
Supports

TIER 1:

General
Instruction

Source: Tennessee Response to Instruction and Intervention Manual, August 2023
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Tennessee’s Opportunity:

e Strengthen Teacher Evaluation
Systems

* Create Instructional Coherence

* Reimagine Great Teaching for
Students
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Priority
Expand Access to High-
Quality School Options for

Every Family, in Every
Community




Charters Earned TVAAS 4’s and 5’s at a Higher Rate Than
District Schools

100%
w
*q:‘; 74% of schools 63% of schools
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Charter Noncharter (Statewide)

Charter and noncharter Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System (TVAAS) distribution, 2025

Data Note: Charter schools include all schools operated by local education agencies (LEAs) and Tennessee Public Charter School
Commission (TPCSC) schools. Schools in the Achievement School District (ASD) were not included.

Source: Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE), 2025
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Economically Disadvantaged Charter Students Had
Higher Proficiency Rates in ELA and Math for Third
Consecutive Year

30%
14 pct point
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Charter Noncharter Charter Noncharter
ELA Math
I 2021 2022 2023 Bl 2024 Hl 2025

Charter and noncharter TNReady English language arts (ELA) and math proficiency rates for economically
disadvantaged students in grades 3-8, 2021-25
Data Note: Charter schools include all schools operated by local education agencies (LEAs) in the geography and Tennessee Public

Charter School Commission (TPCSC) schools. Schools in the Achievement School District (ASD) were not included. Noncharter refers
to district-run schools by the same authorizer.

Source: Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE), 2025 S Ce R E



Tennessee’s Opportunity:

* Level the Funding and Facilities
Playing Field

e Modernize Authorization for
Charter Schools

* Break Down Barriers to Open
Enroliment
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Priority

Strengthen Accountability
Systems to Turn Data into
Action and Insight into
Impact
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Federal School Accountability Calculation

5%
10% Graduation Rate
Chronically Out

of School

30%
10% Achievement
English Language
Proficiency
20%

Ready Graduate

Federal and Tennessee accountability metric calculations

Tennessee Operates Two Systems for Accountability

Tennessee A-F School Letter Grade Calculation

10%
Growth25
10%
College and Career
Readiness

50%

Achievement

Data Note: Calculations are for high schools. Weights and measures are different for K-8 across both federal and A-F calculations.
See table on page 5 of SCORE’s Informing the Conversation: Federal and State School Accountability in Tennessee memo for more

information.

Source: Tennessee Department of Education (TDOE) Federal Accountability and School-Level Grade Protocol, 2024-2025
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At Least 12 States Returned Assessment Results to Families More
Quickly Than Tennessee This Year

Days Between End of Testing Window and Results Shared With Families

Florida | 1
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California [ NGcNzNG 21 Estimated days between end of testing
Lovisiana | e PR window and 3-8 math & ELA results to
Texas _ 46 families
Maine R . . .
Ohio G Data Note: Accuracy is dependent on information

released by state DOE. These estimates are
reflective of the 2024-25 assessment window and

Indiana NN 53

Delaware | 50 could change year-to-year based on systems and
Arizona R structural changes by states.
ico e
New Mexico 70 Source: Scan of select state-level Department of
Marylard e SNl e Education websites and news sources, 2025

Tennessee
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Tennessee’s Opportunity:

* Monitor for Accountability
 Accelerate Data Access
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2026 Priorities

* Transform Education into an Engine for Economic
Independence

* Elevate Excellence in Teaching as Tennessee’s Most
Powerful Investment

 Expand Access to High-Quality School Options for
Every Family, in Every Community

e Strengthen Accountability Systems to Turn Data
into Action and Insight into Impact
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Moderator
Janet Ayers

Chairman, Ayers Foundation Trust

Board Member, SCORE ‘




Panelists

Dr. Ricki Gibbs I Dr. Annette Tudor Rory Thomas Dr. Brian Noland
Chief Executive Officer, LEAD Director of Schools, Bristol President, Memphis Medical President, East Tennessee State
Public Schools Tennessee City Schools District Collaborative University
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Sen. Bill Frist, M.D.

Chairman & Founder, SCORE




Thank You!

Download and Share the
2026 State of Education in
Tennessee Report

SC*RE




	Slide 1: Moving Every Student Forward 
	Slide 2: Hillsboro High School Choir
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: The Nation’s Report Card (NAEP)
	Slide 5: Are the changes we are making in Tennessee education aligned with each other’s work?
	Slide 6: Agenda
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Moving Every Student Forward
	Slide 9: TN2030: Finding Student Success in the Classroom, Career, & Life
	Slide 10: TN2030: Statewide Goals
	Slide 11: TN2030: Data Dashboards
	Slide 12: Transform Education into an Engine for Economic Independence
	Slide 13: Connecting Learning to Earning
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Tennessee’s Opportunity: 
	Slide 18: Elevate Excellence in Teaching as Tennessee’s Most Powerful Investment
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Lack of Cohesion Across RTI
	Slide 21: Tennessee’s Opportunity:  
	Slide 22: Expand Access to High-Quality School Options for Every Family, in Every Community
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Tennessee’s Opportunity:
	Slide 26: Strengthen Accountability Systems to Turn Data into Action and Insight into Impact
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Tennessee’s Opportunity:
	Slide 30: 2026 Priorities
	Slide 31: Moderator
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Thank You!
	Slide 35: Thank you!



