
Moving Every 
Student Forward

2026 STATE OF EDUCATION

Advancing what works. 

Accelerating what’s next.



Hillsboro High School Choir
Director: Gillian Garnowski



Sen. Bill Frist, M.D.
Chairman & Founder, SCORE



The Nation’s Report Card (NAEP)

2009​ 2024​

Grade 4 Reading​ Ranked 38th​ Ranked 24th

Grade 4 Math​ Ranked 45th​ Ranked 13th

Grade 8 Reading​ Ranked 34th​ Ranked 21st

Grade 8 Math​ Ranked 42nd​ Ranked 20th



Are the changes we are 
making in Tennessee 
education aligned with 
each other’s work?



Agenda

• 2026 Priorities

• Panel of Leaders

• Closing & Call to Action



“I have a set idea of where I want to go 
with my career.”

 — Xavier Mukendi | Student, TCAT Murfreesboro



Moving Every Student 
Forward

David Mansouri 
President & CEO, SCORE



TN2030: Finding Student 
Success in the Classroom, 
Career, & Life

What could happen if just one more 

student in every classroom across 

Tennessee reached key academic 

milestones every year?



TN2030: Statewide Goals

• 71% of Tennessee third graders are reading and writing 
on grade level

• 58% of Tennessee seventh graders are proficient in math

• 77% of all graduating high school students in Tennessee 
pursue a postsecondary opportunity

• 64% of postsecondary students in Tennessee complete a 
degree or credential, with 75% of those being impact 
credentials



TN2030: Data Dashboards

Explore the 
Dashboards & 
Become a 
Partner



Transform Education into 
an Engine for Economic 
Independence

Priority 



2010: First to the Top, Complete College Tennessee Act 

  2013: Postsecondary Attainment Goal “Drive to 55” 
    55% by 2025

  2014: Tennessee Promise Scholarship Act 

   2019: GIVE, ApprenticeshipTN

    2023: $1B Investment to Support TCATs
     
     2025: Workforce Initiatives/Investments 

Connecting Learning to 
Earning



Most Dual Enrollment Students at Community College Only 
Earn Six or Fewer Credits



Annual Median Wage of WBL Students Is Higher Compared to Non-WBL 
Students, and the Wage Keeps Growing With Experience



Students Are Faced With More Than 1 Million Unique 
Credential Options



Tennessee’s Opportunity:

• Reimagine Dual Enrollment

• Connect Learning to Career through Work-
Based Learning

• Empower Students with Information

• Reward Institutions for Impact Credentials

• Set a Higher Standard for Nondegree 
Credentials



Elevate Excellence in 
Teaching as Tennessee’s 
Most Powerful 
Investment

Priority 



Nearly All Tennessee Teachers Are Rated Effective, 
Most Are Highly Effective



Lack of Cohesion Across RTI

Intervention should align 
with core instruction to 
benefit students who are 
furthest behind



Tennessee’s Opportunity: 

• Strengthen Teacher Evaluation 
Systems

• Create Instructional Coherence

• Reimagine Great Teaching for 
Students



Expand Access to High-
Quality School Options for 
Every Family, in Every 
Community

Priority 



Charters Earned TVAAS 4’s and 5’s at a Higher Rate Than 
District Schools



Economically Disadvantaged Charter Students Had 
Higher Proficiency Rates in ELA and Math for Third 
Consecutive Year



Tennessee’s Opportunity:

• Level the Funding and Facilities 
Playing Field

• Modernize Authorization for 
Charter Schools

• Break Down Barriers to Open 
Enrollment



Strengthen Accountability 
Systems to Turn Data into 
Action and Insight into 
Impact

Priority 



Tennessee Operates Two Systems for Accountability



At Least 12 States Returned Assessment Results to Families More 
Quickly Than Tennessee This Year



Tennessee’s Opportunity:

• Monitor for Accountability

• Accelerate Data Access



2026 Priorities

• Transform Education into an Engine for Economic 
Independence 

• Elevate Excellence in Teaching as Tennessee’s Most 
Powerful Investment 

• Expand Access to High-Quality School Options for 
Every Family, in Every Community 

• Strengthen Accountability Systems to Turn Data 
into Action and Insight into Impact 



Moderator

Janet Ayers
Chairman, Ayers Foundation Trust

Board Member, SCORE



Dr. Ricki Gibbs II
Chief Executive Officer, LEAD 

Public Schools

Dr. Brian Noland 
President, East Tennessee State 

University

Rory Thomas
President, Memphis Medical 

District Collaborative

Dr. Annette Tudor
Director of Schools, Bristol 

Tennessee City Schools

Panelists



Sen. Bill Frist, M.D.
Chairman & Founder, SCORE



Thank You!

Download and Share the 
2026 State of Education in 
Tennessee Report


	Slide 1: Moving Every Student Forward 
	Slide 2: Hillsboro High School Choir
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: The Nation’s Report Card (NAEP)
	Slide 5: Are the changes we are making in Tennessee education aligned with each other’s work?
	Slide 6: Agenda
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Moving Every Student Forward
	Slide 9: TN2030: Finding Student Success in the Classroom, Career, & Life
	Slide 10: TN2030: Statewide Goals
	Slide 11: TN2030: Data Dashboards
	Slide 12: Transform Education into an Engine for Economic Independence
	Slide 13: Connecting Learning to Earning
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Tennessee’s Opportunity: 
	Slide 18: Elevate Excellence in Teaching as Tennessee’s Most Powerful Investment
	Slide 19
	Slide 20: Lack of Cohesion Across RTI
	Slide 21: Tennessee’s Opportunity:  
	Slide 22: Expand Access to High-Quality School Options for Every Family, in Every Community
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Tennessee’s Opportunity:
	Slide 26: Strengthen Accountability Systems to Turn Data into Action and Insight into Impact
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Tennessee’s Opportunity:
	Slide 30: 2026 Priorities
	Slide 31: Moderator
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Thank You!
	Slide 35: Thank you!



