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Reimagining High School 

for Economic Opportunity 



Today's Agenda

• Welcome

• Reimagining High School for Economic Opportunity: An 
Overview

• Panel Discussion
oDeborah Knoll, Tennessee Department of Education 

oScott Laband, Colorado Succeeds 

oDr. Scott Langford, Sumner County Schools

oModerator: Mary Cypress Metz, SCORE

• Q&A



Beyond High School, a Postsecondary 

Credential is Currency for a Future Career

Data Title: Tennessee progress toward state attainment goal. Attainment rate refers to Tennesseans ages 25-64 with a postsecondary degree or credential.
Data Source: Lumina Foundation Stronger Nation Report, 2024
Data Note: In 2014, workforce-relevant certificates were included in calculations. In 2018, industry-recognized certifications were included in calculations. 
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By 2031, 63% of jobs will require some type of postsecondary credential while less than 
50% of adults currently have one. 

By 2031, 63% of jobs will require some type of postsecondary credential while less than 
50% of adults currently have one. 



Yet Less Than 2 in 10 Tennessee Students Who Begin 

High School Will Complete Postsecondary on Time

Data Title: 9th Grade Students who will Earn a Postsecondary Degree on Time, State of Tennessee
Data Source: TDOE, 2025 & THEC, 2025 
Data Note: These estimates are based on a 9th grade cohort of 100 students. On-time postsecondary completion is based on the share of first-time, full-time students who complete their degree within 150% time (3-year for 2-year 
degrees, 6-year for 4-year degrees.)
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The Gap Between Graduation and Seamless Enrollment 
in Postsecondary Opportunities is Widening

Data Title: State graduation rates compared to seamless postsecondary enrollment rates in the State of Tennessee, 2015 to 2024
Data Source: TDOE, 2025 & THEC, 2025 
Data Note: Seamless postsecondary enrollment is defined as students who earn a regular HS diploma who then enroll at a postsecondary institution the following summer of fall term after graduating high school. 
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Today, Not All Credentials – and by Extension, Pathways 
– Hold the Same Opportunity for Student Careers

75,278
49%

78,455
51%

Not All Credentials Earned Are Aligned to High-
Demand Occupations

Graduates whose credentials were NOT linked to a high-
demand occupation
Graduates whose credentials were linked to a high-demand
occupation

Source: Tennessee Office of Evidence and Impact, Education to Employment Dashboard (2024) 
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There is Significant Variation in Wages Within and Across Credential Types
25th to 75 Percentile Wages

Tennessee Living Wage: $43,196



Economic Opportunity Begins in K-12

Tennessee must reimagine the high 
school experience so that every student is 
on an accelerated pathway that will lead 
to economic independence. 



More Than Half of High School Students Only 

Participate in Two Dual Enrollment Courses, While 

State Funds for Five Courses
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Credits Earned

Data Title: Dual enrollment credits attempted and earned for the class of 2021-22
Data Source: TBR, 2023
Data Note: Students who do not earn all their attempted credits may appear in a lower credit range for earning data compared to credits attempted. 



Only One-Quarter of High School Graduates 

Participate in a Work-Based Learning Experience

Data Title: Number of Tennessee high school graduates who participated in WBL compared to students who did not participated for the class  of 2022-2023
Data Source: TDOE, 2025 

According to a study by OEI, 
students who participate in 

WBL are: 

- Nearly 25% more likely to 
seamless enroll in 
postsecondary education after 
graduation, 

- Have a 12% higher 
postsecondary completion rate, 

- and maintain a 11% higher 
median wage 6 years after 
graduation. 
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About 1 in 5 High School Students Are Earning 

Industry Credentials Alongside a Diploma

Data Title: Number of Tennessee high school students who earned industry credentials earned in 2024-2025
Data Source: TDOE, 2025 

An aligned industry credential can 
provide students with mastery of certain 

skills and competencies connected to 
their pathway and set them on an 

accelerated, stackable path to future 
opportunity.
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And Ultimately Too Few Tennesseans Are 
Equipped and Ready for Tennessee Jobs

• For every 100 openings, Tennessee 
has only 73 available workers – a 
significant worker shortage.1 

• Tennessee's labor participation rate 
has increased, but still lags the 
national average. 1

• Forecasts project increasing 
educational requirements into 2031, 
compounding the severity of our 
worker shortage.2

• Not only does Tennessee need 
enough workers to meet demand, it 
also needs the educational training 
for students to align with workforce 
opportunity. 

73%

27%

Available Workers in Tennessee Unfilled Openings

1 in 4 job 
opportunities 
are unfilled

1 US Chamber of Commerce
2 Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce



Let’s Reimagine 

High School



Panel Discussion

Deborah Knoll,
Tennessee Department 

of Education

Scott Laband, 
Colorado Succeeds

Dr. Scott Langford,
Sumner County 

Schools

Moderator
Mary Cypress Metz, 

SCORE
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